Appendix A

AUDIOBOOK LEXICON
ඨ༬ศෞOriginal work edited by a professional abridger, with the goal
of staying true to the spirit and content of a book.
යයෞໍཋ2IDVSHFLϧFQDWLRQDOLW\RUUHJLRQHJ*HUPDQRUPLGZHVWHUQ
or a socioeconomic class.
යཋཟຮཋྞཟSection of audio from another source (e.g., interviews,
animal sounds) added to the original studio recording.
ඨෞໍයෞSound quality that comes from the recording studio environment
rather than directly from the sound source.
ཋཋ༬ඨཟཋྃෞ༼Identifying phrases such as “he said” and “she
whispered.”
ཟයཟෞ༼ཋයAudio mismatch with the source visual or
WH[WDVRXQGHϱHFWRUDGGHGPXVLFWKDWGRHVQRWPDWFKWKHWH[W
or in readalongs, match the illustration.

Compiled and edited by Mary Burkey, July 2011. Originally printed in AudioFile
October/November 2007 as “Talking the Talk,” by Mary Burkey. The audio producers
below generously contributed to the creation of the above list: Arnie Cardillo (Live
2DN0HGLD 0LFKHOH&REE $XGLR*R %UXFH&RYLOOH )XOO&DVW$XGLR 7LP'LWORZ
(Brilliance Audio), Todd and Brett Hobin (Hobin Studios), Paul Gagne (Weston Woods),
(LOHHQ+XWWRQ %ULOOLDQFH$XGLR 7UR\-XOLDU 5HFRUGHG%RRNV 3HWH3DQWHOLV'DYLG
5DSNLQ 'DYLG5DSNLQ$XGLR3URGXFWLRQ 
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ཟඨນ༬ศໍຮ$QDXGLRERRNZLWKQRSULQWRUHERRNFRXQWHU
SDUWRUDWLWOHWKDWLVDYDLODEOHLQDXGLRSULRUWRSULQWRUHERRN
publication.
ඨໍཟ༼ཋෞ༬ຮ([WUDVDGGHGWRDQDXGLRERRNRULWHPVIURPWKHSULQW
title that may be on audio, such as a time line, a glossary, or an author
interview.
ඨນ༝༝An interactive digital book that is accessed on a device such
DVDWDEOHWFRPSXWHURUPRELOHSKRQHDQGPD\LQFOXGHV\QFKURQL]HGWH[W
animations, audio, and more.
ඨ༬ෞນ༝ໍཋA logical and appropriate stopping point of audio medium
segments or other break in the audio production.
ඨ༬ෞཋྞA quality of mouth sound; sharp or odd breaths by a narrator;
an audible breath at a sentence break.
ඨ༬ศཋA sound quality that is clear and sharp.
යෞໍයෞ5K\WKPRIVSHHFKFUHDWHGWKURXJKPRGXODWLRQDQGLQϩHFWLRQ
ය༝༝ྞෞཋA noticeable or abrupt editing of sound.
යຮ༼ෞຮຮA hard case designed for multiple circulations and used for
library and school editions of physical audiobooks.
යຮ༬ཋྞฏໍ༬༬ཋໍClear and understandable reading; diction.
යຮ༬ཋྞฏ༝༬ཟයཋໍRecording clarity; clean sound throughout
a recording, not muddy or muted.
යຮ༝༝ෞෞཋ7KHHQGRIDZRUGFXWRϱLQDXGLRHGLWLQJ
යໍ༼༼ཋෞໍයྞA narrator maintaining energy and character voicings
WKURXJKRXWDUHFRUGLQJHYHQLIQDUUDWLRQZDVUHFRUGHGDWGLϱHUHQWWLPHV
යໍཋෞྗཋฏຮໍෞ0DLQWDLQLQJPHDQLQJRIWH[WWKURXJKH[SUHVVLRQDQG
emphasis.
යໍཋໍཟཟ༼༬ෞය༬$QDUUDWLRQUHFRUGHGLQH[WHQGHGVHJPHQWV
without interruption, as opposed to punch-in edits.
යྃෞ༬༬ཋThe art on an audiobook’s packaging. The audiobook may
match the hardcover or paperback print item’s cover art, or may be
HQWLUHO\GLϱHUHQW
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යཟຮཋཟ༬ຮཟཋෞໍཋයཋྞMatching the reader and the culture of a
character so that accents or dialects are authentic, not stereotyped. May
also include authentic music.
ຮෞයཋ2IDVSHFLϧFJURXSRISHRSOHHJ$SSDODFKLDQ
ศཋຮ༼ཋ༬ཋໍ$FUDFNLQJRUEOXUU\VRXQGZKHQYROXPHH[FHHGV
the upper digital range.
ศཋຮྎໍຮ$QDXGLRERRNDYDLODEOHDVDGLJLWDOϧOHDFFHVVHG
and downloaded directly to a computer or playback device, needing no
delivery medium.
ศཋຮໍຮྞAn audiobook distributed by a publisher solely as
a download.
༬ෞයཋཋයໍ༼ཟෞ༬ศཋຮA digital audiobook that needs no
GLVWULEXWLRQPHGLD VXFKDV03&'SUHORDGHGGLJLWDOSOD\HU DQG
is accessed by a playback device.
༬ෞයཋ༬A person hired to direct the talent in the studio during
an audiobook recording.
༼ཋ༬ඨཟཋໍෞ$PHWKRGRIGHOLYHULQJDXGLR 03&' WKDW
UHTXLUHVDQRWKHUSOD\EDFNGHYLFHVXFKDVD&'SOD\HU
ྎໍຮ༼ෞ༬ྃයෞྃෞໍ༬An arrangement of an individual or
library system to purchase licensed audiobooks from an Internet retailer;
HJ$XGLEOH2YHU'ULYH
༬ཋයྞໍය༬ໍศෞA controlled range of volume, with
emotion shown through energy and not resulting in uneven sound levels.
༬ཋྸཋໍAn adaptation, usually multivoiced, often with sound
HϱHFWVPXVLFDQGLQWHUDFWLRQRIWHQFDOOHGaudio drama or radio theater.
Not synonymous with multivoiced.
DRM. Abbreviation for digital rights management, technologies used by
publishers or distributors that control access or usage of digital audio.
༬ྞཟཋA clicking mouth sound.
ෞཋໍ7KHGHJUHHWRZKLFKWKHHPRWLRQDOFRQWHQWRIWH[W
LVH[SUHVVHGH[SOLFDWLQJWKHPHDQLQJRIWH[WWKURXJKWKHYRLFH
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ෞໍෞ༬ศྞA quality of the narrator’s reading that engenders listener
engagement.
ෞໍໍයෞ༝༬ཟයཋMaterial added to an audiobook package, such
DVLOOXVWUDWLRQVJDPHVFRPSXWHUϧOHVRUYLGHRVHHDOVRvalue-added.
ෞ༩ཟຮྸཋໍA pleasant and nonfatiguing tonal quality over the full
range of audio spectrum of the audio format.
ෞྗෞයཟཋྃෞ༝༬ཟයෞ༬A person employed by an audio publisher who
oversees the total audiobook production and funding.
ෞྗ༝༬ෞ༼༼ໍThe overall performance quality; the range a narrator uses
that engenders listener engagement.
ෞྗཋ༬༼)RUHZRUGVDIWHUZRUGVJORVVDULHVGHGLFDWLRQV¬SKRWRFDSWLRQVRU
notes, and miscellaneous words that appear in picture book illustrations.
ฏෞໍฏෞཟཋ%ULQJLQJPXVLFRUDVRXQG¬HϱHFWLQRURXWRIWKH
recording, gradually or steeply; also known as ramping a sound in or out.
ฏຮཋNarration that seems dull, unemotional, monotone.
ฏ༬ཋཋໍศ(GLWLQJDUHFRUGLQJWRϧWRQFDVVHWWH PLQXWHV &'
PLQXWHV RU03 SOXVKRXUV 
ฏཟຮຮය༼ཋໍ༬༬ཋໍMultiple narrators performing as individual
characters during an ensemble reading.
ฏཟຮຮྞྃයෞA single narrator using a range of multiple character
GLϱHUHQWLDWLRQVDQGYRLFLQJVLQDVRORSHUIRUPDQFH
ศຮཟෞྞA sticky mouth sound.
༬ྎ༬ෞThe physical device that is used to access an audio medium.
༼༼$XGLEOHEDFNJURXQGQRLVHXQZDUUDQWHGKLJKIUHTXHQF\QRLVH
ຮຮྎA sound quality that echoes or lacks depth.
ཋAn audio quality that is too loud or intense.
,'ཋศ༼0HWDGDWDWKDWDOORZVD&'RUGLJLWDODXGLRSOD\HUWRGLVSOD\
the track and title information.
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ໍයෞໍཋຮཟ༼යMusic at the beginning, end, or other point in
a production.
ໍෞྗ༝ໍཋ༼ཋ༬යນ༝ໍཋ༼Invisible markings that allow the
OLVWHQHUWRMXPSWRSRLQWVRQDXGLRϧOH0D\YDU\LQOHQJWKGHSHQGLQJ
on producer.
ໍฏຮෞයཋໍOverall performance quality, rise, and fall of the voice pitch
XVHGIRUH[SUHVVLRQ
ໍཋ༬The part of a recording where the title, author, and narrator are
LGHQWLϧHG
ຍཟයྞA wet mouth sound; saliva noise.
ຮයෞໍ༼ෞཟඨນAudiobook available for legal purchase through
authorized distributor by arrangement with the producer.
ຮฏෞຮෞ༼༼Sound quality that does not engage the listener, dry.
ຮໍෞ༬ໍཋෞ༼7H[WRUYLVXDOPDWHULDOGHVFULELQJWKHSURGXFWLRQ0D\
be printed on a sleeve or wrap, or available digitally.
ຮ༝༼යນ༼A type of mouth sound.
ຮ༼ཋෞໍෞ༬ෞໍศศෞෞໍཋThe involvement of the listener in the production.
ෞཟA means that provides transmission or storage of information.
༼༼ໍศཋෞྗཋ$QHUURUZKHUHWH[WIURPWKHVRXUFHLVPLVVLQJLQWKH
ϧQLVKHGDXGLRSURGXFWLRQ
ྗ&RPELQLQJGLVWLQFWWUDFNVRUDXGLRVHJPHQWVLQWRDXQLϧHGSURGXFWLRQ
The emotional ambience of the audio, created by the narrator’s
YRLFHPXVLFDQGVRXQGHϱHFWV
ཟཋයຮයນA type of mouth sound.
MP3. An audio encoding format that compresses data, used for down
loaded audiobooks and for MP3s that hold more than eighty minutes.
ཟྞ$VRXQGTXDOLW\ZKHUHWKHDXGLRLVPXϮHGRULQGLVWLQFWXVXDOO\
GXHWRDQH[FHVVRIEDVVHQHUJ\RUPLVVLQJPLGWRKLJKIUHTXHQFLHV
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ཟຮཋྃයෞ༝༬ཟයཋໍAn audiobook with more than one narrator,
but not necessarily an actor for each character, nor recorded as an ensem
ble at the same time.
ཟ༼ྞA vocal quality with a lack of precision in diction.
ཟ༼යයཟෞཋศMusic used to note a scene change, identify a character,
depict a mood, reference a time period, or accent some other aspect of
production.
ཟ༼යຮඨ༬༬ྞStock music licensed from a vendor, used in the audio
book production.
ཟ༼යຮඨෞMusic heard under the narration throughout portions
or large parts of the audiobook.
ཟ༼යຮໍཋ༬The music at beginning of a production.
ཟ༼යຮཟཋ༬The music at end of a production.
ໍ༬༬ཋ༬A person who delivers the content of the audiobook.
ໍ༬༬ཋ༬ཋයThe casting of a narrator who suits the character’s
age and gender as well as the book’s time period, setting, and mood.
ໍ༼ෞศཋໍศAn abrupt edit resulting in clipped words or silence
between words.
ฏฏයSound when the narrator is recorded away from the micro
phone or the narrator’s mouth turns away from the microphone.
༬ศໍຮཟ༼ය$PXVLFDOVFRUHWKDWLVFRPSRVHGH[SUHVVO\IRUWKH
audiobook production.
ཟཋฏ༼ྞໍයMismatched sound and visual of an audiobook, when
WKHQDUUDWRU·VYRLFH¬GRHVQ·WWUDFNZLWKWKHWH[WLQDSURGXFWLRQVXFK
as a readalong picture book.
ཟཋ༬Information at end of a production. May contain the program
title, the narrator, the author, publisher information, and copyright
notice.
༝යໍศฏໍ༬༬ཋໍThe rate at which the narrator reads; may
be too fast or too slow.
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༝යໍศฏ༝༬ཟයཋໍA passage paced correctly for the dramatic arc
of a story.
༝ศෞ༬ཋෞ+RZORQJLWWDNHVDQDUUDWRUWRFRPSOHWHDSDJHRIWH[W$OVR
known as pickup and reader acquisition rate.
༝ศෞཋཟ༬ໍ༝༝ෞ༬ໍ༼ෞStudio noise.
༝༬ཋຮຮྞྃයෞA single narrator primarily using a straight read with
DIHZPDMRUFKDUDFWHUGLϱHUHQWLDWLRQV
༝ෞນྞA sound quality that is too high in volume or energy level.
༝ཋය༬ໍศෞA high or low range of sound.
༝ຮྞඨයນෞྃයෞ+DUGZDUHVXFKDVDQL3RGDFHOOSKRQHRUD&'
SOD\HUWKDWDOORZVWKHSOD\EDFNRIGLVWULEXWLRQPHGLD FDVVHWWHWDSH&' 
RUGLJLWDOϧOHV 03:0$ 
༝ຮ༼ྃෞ༬ྎໍ༝༝A noticeable microphone noise or mouth pop
sound, typically formed by pp, tt, andϱsounds.
༝ඨນA serialized, unpublished book available via the Internet
directly from the author as an audio podcast, usually for free.
༝༬ෞຮෞཟ༝ຮྞඨයນෞྃයෞA hardware device that is
SUHORDGHGZLWKDGLJLWDODXGLRERRNVHOIFRQWDLQHGHJD3OD\DZD\
༝༬ෞ༼ෞໍයෞA sound quality that feels authentic or actual, as if the
listener is present in the action of the story.
༝༬ཟයෞ༬$SHUVRQKLUHGE\WKHH[HFXWLYHSURGXFHUZKRKLUHVWDOHQW
ERRNVVWXGLRWLPHDQGKDQGOHVϧQDQFLDOGHWDLOV
༝༬༼ྞ9RFDOPHORG\DQGWRQDOLQϩHFWLRQ
༝ཟඨຮයໍContent not restricted by copyright. Such audiobooks
PD\EHUHFRUGHGE\YROXQWHHUVDQGGLVWULEXWHGWKURXJK/LEULYR[RUDQ
audiobook publisher.
༝ཟໍයໍ༝ཟໍයໍ༬ຮຮNarration edited as it is recorded,
UHTXLULQJDVWRSDQGVWDUWLQWHUUXSWLRQWRWKHUHDGLQJDVRSSRVHG
to a continuous record.
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༬ෞຮໍศAn audiobook meant to be listened to while following
DORQJZLWKDSLFWXUHERRN·VWH[WDQGLOOXVWUDWLRQV
༬ෞෞ༬ෞໍศศෞෞໍཋThe perception that the narrator is actively
involved in the production.
༬ෞ༝ෞཋෞ༼ෞໍཋෞໍයෞྎ༬A production error where poor editing
results in repeated content.
༬යRecording clarity; clean sound throughout an audiobook, not
muddy or muted.
༼ෞ༩ཟෞໍයෞໍໍཟໍයෞෞໍཋ$YRFDOSURPSWDWWKHHQGRID&'
cassette, or audio portion; also known as a tag line.
༼ඨຮໍཋ7KHGLVWRUWLRQRURYHUORDGRIVRXQGUHVXOWLQJLQDQRYHU
emphasis of sss, ϱI, and ch sounds.
༼ຮෞໍཋໍཋෞ༬ྃຮSilence, such as the space between chapters.
༼ཟຮཋໍෞཟ༼༬ෞຮෞ༼ෞA release date of an audiobook at the same
time as the print book release.
༼ຮෞෞྃෞ7KHSDFNDJLQJPDWHULDOWKDWKROGVSULQWHGLQIRUPDWLRQRU&'V
༼ཟໍෞฏฏෞයཋA sound used to establish action, time, place, or mood;
DQDGGHGDXGLRHϱHFWWKDWLVUHIHUHQFHGLQWKHWH[WRULOOXVWUDWLRQVRIWHQ
found in readalongs.
༼ཟໍຮෞྃෞຮThe overall volume of a recording—ideally consistent, not
variable or uneven.
༼ཟໍ༼ය༝ෞThe total sound environment; the created audible world
of the audiobook.
༼༝ෞයຮ༬ඨໍཟ༼ฏෞཋཟ༬ෞAny author interview or other audio
PDWHULDOQRWIRXQGLQWKHRULJLQDOWH[WDOVRNQRZQDVvalue added.
༼༝ນෞໍྎ༬༝ෞ༬ฏ༬ໍයෞAn audio presentation that is a recording
RIDVHPLQDUOHFWXUHRUFRPHG\URXWLQHIRUH[DPSOH
༼ཋ༬ศཋ༬ෞA narrator reading in his or her natural voice.
༼ཋ༬ෞໍศཟA digital audiobook playback over a live Internet
connection.
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༼ཋ༬ෞ༼༼A narrator’s emphasizing a word or syllable. Stress on a particular
syllable or word results in changed meaning.
༼ཋཟໍ༼ෞThe noise made by clothing, jewelry, page turns, body
PRYHPHQWVDQGRWKHUH[WUDQHRXVVRXQGWKDWLVFDSWXUHGLQWKHUHFRUGLQJ
ཋศຮໍෞA comment at the beginning or end of an audio segment, such
as “End of side two. Please insert . . .”
ཋຮThe end of a production.
ཋຮෞໍཋA person hired to read; may be an actor, author, professional
narrator, or celebrity.
7ຮນໍศ%ນ3༬ศ༬The audiobook service provided by the
National Library Services to the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
ཋෞྗཋཋ༼༝ෞෞය༼ฏཋྎ༬ෞA computer program that allows software
WRFUHDWHDQDUWLϧFLDOYRLFHWKDWWUDQVODWHVWH[WGLUHFWO\LQWRDGLJLWDOϧOH
ཋໍ$VRXQGTXDOLW\WKDWVWUDLQVWKHHDURULVGLϫFXOWWRKHDU
ཋ༬ཋ༼ྎຮຮྎA body noise.
ཋໍໍྞ$VRXQGTXDOLW\WKDWLVDUWLϧFLDORUHOHFWURQLFRUODFNVORZ
frequency.
72&ฏຮෞAbbreviation for table of contents ϧOH³PHWDGDWDWKDWHQVXUHV
WKDWVRXQGϧOHVSOD\WKHDXGLRERRNLQFRUUHFWVHTXHQFH
ཋ༝The beginning of an audiobook.
ཋ༬යນ༝ໍཋໍෞྗ༝ໍཋAn invisible marking that allows the listener
WRMXPSWRDSRLQWRQDQDXGLRϧOHPD\YDU\LQOHQJWKGHSHQGLQJRQWKH
producer.
ཋཟྞ༬ཟඨຮෞA body noise.
ཟໍඨ༬ศෞA complete, unaltered work.
ཟໍෞ༬༼ය༬ෞThe music under a narration.
ཟໍྃයෞA single narrator performing a straight read in his or her
natural voice with no characterization.
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ཟ༝යཟཋA choppy, noticeable, or abrupt editing of sound at the beginning
of a word.
ྃຮཟෞෞ([WUDVDGGHGWRDXGLRWLWOHVXFKDVYLVXDOFRQWHQWRUDQ
author interview.
ྃයඨຮෞA nonword sound that evokes meaning, such as a click, grunt,
or sigh.
ྃයෞයཋ༬A professional narrator.
ྎຮຮฏ༝ෞ༬ฏ༬ໍයෞA barrier that may be apparent to a listener
who is aware of the voice actor’s performance, or one that may be
removed by a skilled narrator.
ྎྎ༼ໍ༬༝ໍ༼A sentence (widow RUWH[WIUDJPHQW orphan)
VSOLWE\DQDXGLRSURGXFWLRQVLGH&'RUVHJPHQWFKDQJH
ྎฏໍศཋෞය༬༝ໍෞNarrating that causes pops or plosives.
ྎ༬යཟໍཋUsed to estimate recording length. The typical narrator
UHDGVDSSUR[LPDWHO\ZRUGVSHUPLQXWHRUZRUGVSHUKRXU
ྎ༬༝The paper with production information that slips in the outer
packaging of an audiobook.

