
Important Details
EBSCO Health has relaunched its evidence-based clinical reference tool as DynaMed Plus, with 
significant improvements. Features of the cross-platform tool include:

 � Evidence-based information derived from systematically reviewed literature published in 500 
leading medical journals around the world, hundreds of daily updates, and constant monitoring 
and updating of guidelines;

 � 4,000 full-color medical graphics and images including photos, tables, imaging, and illustrations;

 � A redesigned, semantically enriched search engine including auto-suggest, direct-to-section 
search results, exact match summary display, dynamic linking, and access to relevant 
calculators;

 � A free-to-subscriber mobile app, providing offline access as well as the ability to bookmark 
favorites, e-mail topics, and create and save notes;

 � Integration with electronic medical records so a physician can search for a patient record;

 � HL7 Infobutton integration (HL7 is a healthcare standards organization and the Infobutton is 
the HL7 Version 3 Standard: Context-Aware Retrieval Application), enabling access to relevant 
content for a specific disease, condition, medication, or lab results, supporting the movement 
toward Meaningful Use Stage 3 requirements;
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With a recent series of announcements, DynaMed Plus pushes forward in the highly 
competitive point-of-care clinical reference tool market.
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 � Overviews and Recommendations, providing evidence boiled down to actionable steps, added 
to more than a thousand upgraded topics.

EBSCO Health also announced a partnership with Truven Health Analytics (the former healthcare division 
of Thomson Reuters) to license Micromedex Medication Management and Lab Recommendation 
resources, increasing the DynaMed Plus content resources even more. Micromedex evidence-based 
content includes drug dosing, interactions, off-label uses, and lab recommendations to support 
clinicians’ decisions around prescriptions, medication management strategies, and treatment decisions 
based on lab tests.

The most important announcement, however, is a major partnership with the American College of 
Physicians (ACP), coinciding with the ACP’s 100th anniversary. DynaMed Plus will replace ACP’s own 
clinical support tool, ACP Smart Medicine, in early August. That means that all 140,000 members of 
ACP will have access to DynaMed Plus as a benefit of membership. The partnership also includes 
a dedicated editor within ACP, trained in the DynaMed philosophy, who will work full time with the 
DynaMed Plus editorial team to maintain and improve content as needed on internal medicine topics.

This relationship provides DynaMed Plus with access to their core enterprise audience – doctors working 
within a hospital setting – but also provides a means of marketing to individual doctors, an important 
part of the product strategy. From the perspective of ACP, the partnership provides the opportunity to 
influence internal medicine content and its presentation, getting it to clinicians quickly at the point of 
care, branded with the ACP “seal of approval.”

Implications

The competition among the market-leading clinical reference tool providers – Wolters Kluwer’s 
UpToDate, Hearst Health’s Zynx, EBSCO’s DynaMed Plus, Elsevier’s ClinicalKey, McGraw-Hill’s 
AccessMedicine, BMJ Best Practice – has always been heated, but with advances in medical and 
search technology, exponentially increasing amounts of information, and the many different players 
entering the medical technology field, it is at an all-time high. EBSCO’s launch of DynaMed Plus 
comes on the heels of UpToDate’s launch of “search in your own language” technology (See Insights,  
It’s More Than an App: UpToDate Anywhere Works Toward Standardizing Quality of Care, January 
8, 2015); Hearst’s introduction at HIMSS 2015 of ZynxCarebook, Knowledge Analyzer Consensus 
Builder, and ZynxCare cancer care module, less than a year after the launch of Knowledge Analyzer 
(See Insights, Zynx Launches Knowledge Analyzer – Another Brick in the Path to Improved Patient 
Care, August 21, 2014); and Elsevier’s launch in September 2014 of an enhanced version of  
ClinicalKey, including new intuitive topic pages and any-device mobile format.

The major developments announced by EBSCO Health – the completely new platform, taxonomy, 
algorithms, images (over half from the ACP partnership), and user interface – as well as the new 
partnerships, strongly differentiate DynaMed Plus, particularly the strategy of working closely with 
societies to reach individual clinicians. In addition, the expanded editorial team made up of experts 
in specialty areas such as cardiology, oncology, and hematology, focusing on greater specialty 
coverage, shows EBSCO Health’s commitment to being a competitive force in this market.
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While UpToDate is still seen as the market leader in terms of market share, competitors like DynaMed 
Plus are creeping up quickly and, just as there is heated competition among healthcare technology 
providers of all kinds (particularly in the US), point-of-care support tools are competing head-on.  
While some of the less competitive players will fall out, as Smart Medicine did, it will be partnerships 
and advances in technology that will level the playing field in the not-too-distant future.
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