
Core Collections
Core Collections–formerly H.W. Wilson’s Standard Catalogs–
are impartial, authoritative guides that help librarians build 
and maintain well-rounded collections of the most highly 
recommended reference, nonfiction, and fiction books.

Created by Librarians, for Librarians

Collection development remains integral to libraries, even 
as staff time and resources diminish. With documented 
selection criteria, four levels of recommendation, and 
an unparalleled level of credibility, the Core Collections 
products help librarians do their jobs better, faster, and 
with more confidence.

These comprehensive collection development guides are 
updated weekly online and broken down by reading level. 
Packages of multiple products are available. Each product 
provides complete bibliographic data including price, 
subject headings, a descriptive annotation and evaluative 
quotations from a review.  Full-text book reviews, indicators 
for starred reviews, awards and industry best lists are also 
included when available.

Public Library Core Collection: Nonfiction includes more 
than 38,000 recommended reference and nonfiction books 
for adults, as well as plays and poetry.

Senior High Core Collection is a selective list of more than 
28,000 fiction and non-fiction titles recommended for high 
school students (grades 9 through 12), along with review 
sources and other professional aids for librarians and school 
media specialists.

Subscribe to the Core Collections database 5-pack and enjoy access to the colorful 
Core Collections Complete interface. See the back of this flyer for details.

Children’s Core Collection provides titles chosen specifically 
for readers from preschool through grade five. Containing 
over 45,000 titles, this collection covers all genres.

Fiction Core Collection features classic and contemporary 
works and provides more than 15,000 titles for a general adult 
audience. The best authors and their most widely-read works 
in literary and popular fiction—old and new—are listed.

Graphic Novels Core Collection highlights more than 3,700 
titles for all age levels in the increasingly popular genre of 
graphic novels. This collection includes descriptive and evalu-
ative annotations, cover art, review excerpts and awards the 
title has won.

Middle and Junior High Core Collection is ideal for libraries 
serving readers in grades five through nine. This collection 
contains over 28,000 entries for nonfiction and fiction works 
recommended for children and adolescents.
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Browse award-winning books by category, such as age level and genre

See recently added books every time you log in

Get ideas for book displays and book lists with Featured Titles

Easily access selection criteria, curriculum standards, and use cases

With the Core Collections Complete interface, you can...
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