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[Visited Jul'10] Political Science Complete (PSC) is an impressive addition to the long list of subject
research databases made available by EBSCOhost. As the name implies, PSC provides indexing and abstracting for more than 2,000 journals, books, and conference papers in the broad arena of political science. Topical coverage includes comparative politics, humanitarian issues, international relations, law
and legislation, NGOs, and political theory. PSC has the familiar navigation, searching options, displays,
features, and functionality that users of EBSCOhost products have come to expect. However, one does
not need prior experience with EBSCO databases to navigate searches in PSC; novices are well-guided
by the structure of the search screens, and more sophisticated searchers will find the database quite intuitive. Users have the option of basic or advanced searching; with the latter, limiters include full text,
scholarly and peer-reviewed journals, date, document or publication type, and more. Also available are a
subject mapping feature, search history, a "similar articles list" provided with the search results, full bibliographic record displays, and "how to cite" options covering the major citation styles. A subject-specific
thesaurus with over 10,000 terms is available to assist all users in more precise searching of the database.
Content and coverage, however, are what's most important here. The database oﬀers indexing from
full-text sources that include nearly 480 journals, of which 262 are unique to PSC (not found in EBSCO's
Academic Search Complete). Also setting PSC apart are the 330 full-text reference books and monographs
(all but one of which are unique to PSC), and the 35,000-plus full-text conference papers from the major
political science associations. Full-text content is mostly from the mid-1990s forward, though indexing
may begin at least 10 years earlier for many titles. PSC is multidisciplinary in scope--an important factor
in this age of globalization where the interconnectedness of political and economic systems is apparent
on a daily basis. With this in mind, users will find no other source comparable to Political Science Complete.
It captures the breadth of the subject with both a national and international perspective, drawing from
scholarly, professional, and peer-reviewed sources, and oﬀering considerable full-text content--all in one
place. Summing Up: Highly recommended. Academic institutions with upper-division undergraduate
and graduate programs in political science, public policy, public administration, or international aﬀairs.
-- G. A. Collins, Florida Gulf Coast University
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