American Theological Library Association

Historical Monographs Collection
n ATLA Historical Monographs Collection: Series 1 (1200s-1893)
n ATLA Historical Monographs Collection: Series 2 (1894-1922)
n Islam in the Modern World 1804-1918 (see back)

ATLA Historical Monographs Collection consists of
two series that contain more than 29,000 titles focused
on religion and theology. In its entirety, the collection is
estimated to contain over 10 million pages. Dating mostly
from 1850 through 1922, a time of great doctrinal, social,
and organizational turmoil and upheaval in American
culture, this important collection is a vital resource for
scholars seeking to understand religious thought and
practice in the 19th and early 20th centuries.
Series 1 consists of titles from the 13th century through the
1893 World Parliament of Religions with the majority of
titles from the 19th century, a time when religion was an
integral part of the social, political and economic fabric
of life.
Series 2 consists of titles published from 1894 through
1922. This series documents significant shifts in the
religious identification of Americans and the growing
interest and experimentation with non-Western religions.
It presents a comprehensive picture of American life at
the time.

Subject coverage includes:
• Doctrinal disputes, including evolution, apologetics,
heresy & Social Gospel
• H
 igher criticism, including the Historical Critical
Method & biblical languages
• Social movements, including slavery as well as
women and religion
• Changing demographics, including religious revivals,
immigration and Native American religion
• Judaism, Christianity & Islam, including many sources
about Protestant denominations, Catholicism, and the
West’s growing awareness of Islam
• Non-Western religions, including the introduction of
Eastern religions to the west, the development of
syncretistic movements, and missionary response to
those developments
• Church life, including works of Christian biography,
preaching and prayer and devotional materials

Islam in the Modern World, 1804-1918
Islam in the Modern World, 1804-1918 features titles published in a time of great turmoil and upheaval in the Islamic world
due to the decline of central authority and increased foreign, particularly European and American, involvement in the
Ottoman Empire and Qajar Iran, the two reigning dynasties of the Islamic world at the time. Curated by an Islamic
Studies expert, the collection appeals to scholars in a range of other disciplines, including history, literature, political
science, and sociology, given the wide-ranging focus on the themes of travel in the Islamic world (i.e., Muslims in China)
to interreligious interaction (i.e., Islam & the Oriental Churches). Scholars will also be interested in considering how
studies of Islam from the period fit into the broader genealogy of ideas about Islam in thought and practice.
This collection includes 150 titles (172 volumes) ranging in date from 1804 through 1918 that profile the beliefs,
practices, theology, spirituality, and history of Islam in the 19th and early 20th Centuries. Titles in English, French, and
German provide views from varied personages and schools of thought in the history of Islamic studies in Westernlanguage scholarship, such as the seminal German work Muhammedanische Studien by Ignaz Goldziher.
Content includes:
• engaging biographies of the prophet Muhammad
• works comparing Christianity and Islam
• mystical and spiritual works
• texts surveying the history of Islam from its origins to the modern period
• accounts of travel in the Islamic world
Subject coverage includes:
Polemic/Mission/Interreligious Activity - Includes works discussing Islam and its tenets from a Christian point
of view as well as works comparing Islam and Christianity. Others discuss the history of Christian missionary activity
in the Muslim world. Those interested in how Islam was discussed and perceived by those adhering to other religions
in the second half of the nineteenth and the early twentieth century will find these works useful.
Doctrine/Theology/Philosophy/Mysticism - Includes works on doctrinal, theological, philosophical, and spiritual aspects of Islam. Notable works in this category include analyses and translations of the Qur’an. Those interested in Islamic belief and its nuances (doctrinal, theological, philosophical, and mystical) will find the works in this
category relevant.
Islam in Practice - Includes descriptive works (i.e. ethnographies) about the practice of Islam in the world in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The works in this category are particularly revealing about how Islam
was practiced in various cultural and religious contexts.
History - Includes works about the history of Islam, from works pertaining to the early history of Islam (i.e. seventh–eighth centuries) to Islam in the medieval period (i.e. Crusader-period history). Those interested in Islamic history and its representations in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries will find the works in this category
of particular interest.
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