
Enhancements to the Archive 

Gateway to North America: The People, Places, and Organizations of 19th-Century New York 

 

Drawing on the rare and unique collection of the New-York Historical Society, Gateway to North America: The 

People, Places, and Organizations of 19th-Century New York, a digital historical archive, provides a detailed 

view of life from 1766-1922 as it occurred in the epicenter of industry, trade, commerce, culture, and 

immigration for the early United States through directories, travel guides, social registers, maps, broadsides, 

yearbooks, circulars, government records, and many more name- and data-rich sources.  

 

Based on the feedback from dedicated customers, and, with the guidance of and contributions by the experts at 

the New-York Historical Society, significant enhancements have been made to the functionality and data 

presentation to turn the search experience into enhanced discoverability.  

 

Enhanced Discoverability  

 

Previous interface: New interface: 

A search in the previous interface for a 

name such as "Goldsmith" would have 

resulted in 3,501 hits, representing one 

record for each instance that the name 

appeared in each of the sources.   

The process is streamlined, so that even 

when a search term appears more than 

once within a volume, the volume itself 

comes up only once in the results list. 
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Isolating Unique Titles  

The improvements become even more apparent if researchers are trying to isolate keywords in source titles. For 

instance, if a researcher is trying to find all titles in the collection that were put out by churches (church guides, 

burial lists, annual reports, etc.), it is best to do a SO ("source") search.  

 

 

Previous interface: New interface: 

The search resulted in 28,681 hits, one for 

every article of every volume with 

"church" in its title. 

The 927 search results now contain only 

unique publications more accurately 

reflecting the number of volumes with 

"church" in their title. 
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Indexing  

Finally, newly added indexing and additional facets available to refine search now provide scholars additional 

and valuable access points like genre, publication title, subject or language, into the collection. 

 

Fig. 3 

 

 
 

MARC Records 

Additionally, MARC records, as created and provided by New-York Historical Society, have also been updated 

to reflect the additional indexing thus providing more access points at the catalog level. These records have 

been loaded in EBSCOadmin™ and are available for download. 

 

Interested in learning more about the enhanced Gateway to North America product? Have questions? Click here 

for more information, or contact the Archives Team at EBSCO at archiveinfo@ebsco.com. 

 

https://www.ebscohost.com/archives/featured-archives/gateway-to-north-america
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