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frequently updated ebook topics each 
month. 

The volumes chosen using these meth-
ods can be owned, subscribed to, or leased. 
There are three options for ownership: 
unlimited users, three simultaneous users, 
or one user at a time. Subscriptions are 
available annually to high-interest subject 
anthologies of ebook titles, while short-
term leases—available for one, seven, 14, 
or 28 days—give patrons more immediate 
access. The PDA option (see ow.ly/8rl9R) 
offers title-by-title user-triggered license 
upgrades: library selectors can stipulate 
when a license upgrade takes place for each 
title, if more than one user wants access at 
a time. Discounts are available for mem-
bers of consortia. 
USABILITY It’s a breeze to use this product 
on both a Dell laptop and an iPad 2. On 
the laptop, viewing the whole EBSCO 
user interface is easy, with a search box at 
top screen left; a “Browse by Category” 
column down screen right (the 20 options 
include Children’s & Young Adult Fic-
tion, Biographies & Memoirs, Computer 
Science, Fiction, Health & Medicine, His-
tory, Political Science, Psychology, Refer-
ence, and Religion); and highlights and 
featured ebooks at screen right.

After creating an account, I scanned 
the “Highlights” and “Featured Ebooks” 
sections. Highlighted titles span a spec-
trum of subjects such as astrophysics, biol-
ogy, business, economics, dentistry, film 
studies, political science, women’s studies, 
gaming, and history. “Featured Ebooks” 
was showcasing Religion, where I found 
a number of works of interest to research-
ers in Near Eastern languages and civi-
lizations—David Cook’s Understanding 
Jihad (Univ. of California, 2005), Andrew 
Rippins’s Muslims: Their Religious Beliefs 
and Practices (Taylor & Francis/Rout-
ledge, 2005), and Islam and the Blackameri-
can: Looking Toward the Third Resurrection 
(Oxford Univ., 2005), for example.

In the f iction category, the second 

ereviews
eBooks on EBSCOhost
EBSCO Publishing; www.ebscohost.
com/ebooks/home; for a free trial, go 
to www.ebscohost.com/ebooks/ebooks-
request-information/ebooks

CONTENT EBooks on EBSCOhost (EBoE) 
is EBSCO’s collection of more than 
265,000 ebooks across a spectrum of dis-
ciplines and subjects, integrated into the 
powerful and familiar EBSCOhost inter-
face. I’ve gone on record saying that I very 
much like this interface, so the story here 
is really about the acquisition options, dis-
coverability, delivery, and content of the 
collections available. 

The following acquisition methods 

may be used alone or in combination. 
Custom collections can be created by EB-
SCO’s collection development team, who 
will hand-select titles to complement a 
library’s current holdings. EBSCO also 
offers a patron-driven acquisition (PDA) 
program through which librarians pre-
select titles by publisher, subject, or other 
criteria and then expose them through 
the library’s OPAC; a purchase is trig-
gered only when a book is used.

Users may browse high-interest titles 
in various topic areas and employ the 
EBSCOhost “Collection Manager” (see 
ow.ly/84fyd for details) to select them. 
Prepackaged “Subject Sets” offer frontlist 
books. Lastly, selectors can browse “New 
and Notable” titles from 24 popular, 

ing to whether they cover famous figures; 
concepts and theories; countries, cities, 
and regions; events and historical topics; 
inf luential texts and figures of venera-
tion; movements and organizations; re-
ligion in public life; religious traditions 
and groups; or social issues and global 
trends. The index to both volumes is at 
the end of Volume 2. BOTTOM LINE While 
its coverage is not tremendously in-depth, 
this set addresses a comprehensive range 
of topics and issues and will interest those 
with a desire to further their understand-
ing of global religions and cultures.—
Christine Sharbrough, Derry P.L., NH

Gassmann, Günther & others. Historical 
Dictionary of Lutheranism. 2d ed. 
Scarecrow. 2011. c.560p. bibliog. ISBN 
9780810872325. $90. Online: NetLibrary, 
Overdrive, MyiLibrary, EBL, & Questia REF

Gassmann (former director, World Coun-
cil of Churches Faith & Order Commis-
sion; Fortress Introduction to the Lutheran 
Confessions), Duane H. Larson (former 
president, Wartburg Theological Semi-
nary; From Word and Sacrament), and Mark 
W. Oldenburg (Lutheran Theologi-
cal Seminary) cover topics, figures, and 
events important to Lutheranism from 
its founding to the present day. Prefac-
ing the dictionary entries are a compre-
hensive chronology that details the be-
ginning of Christian communities dating 
from around the time of the death of Je-
sus Christ through the present day and a 
mention of the 500th anniversary of the 
Lutheran Reformation in 2017. An intro-
duction clarifies some terminology and 
discusses the rise and expansion of Luther-
anism, the Lutheran identity, and the Lu-
theran world presence. With a few excep-
tions, such as the essay on Martin Luther, 
which runs about two pages, most of the 
entries are no more than a page or so in 
length. Each entry has the topic capital-
ized and bolded, employing in-text bold-
ing for important concepts. The informa-
tion is concise and provides snapshots of 
myriad elements important to the faith. 
An appendix includes a list of Lutheran 
churches along with their membership sta-
tistics. A comprehensive bibliography is 
also included and is organized according to 
a variety of topics, including general refer-
ence works, history, the life and theology 
of the founder, significant followers, and 
Lutheranism and ecumenism. BOTTOM 
LINE Researchers and others interested in 
topics surrounding the Lutheran faith will 
find this comprehensive dictionary a good 
place to start their investigations.—Annette 
Haldeman, Dept. of Legislative Svcs., Maryland 
General Assembly, Annapolis

REFERENCE

 Don’t miss Cheryl LaGuardia’s 
      LJ blog, E-Views, for her up-to-the-
minute takes on electronic reference. 
Only at reviews.libraryjournal.com
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Cengage Learning. Gale Virtual Reference 
Library. 2011. www.gale.cengage.com/gvrl 
REF

In a time of “Go digital or go home,” 
Gale Virtual Reference Library (GVRL) 
is the perfect product for accomplishing 
just this in the reference environment. It 
allows librarians to build digital refer-
ence collections title by title, just as we’ve 
done for decades with print collections. 
Representing more than 80 publishers, 
GVRL offers more than 7000 digital 
reference books from the classic to the 
contemporary. A recent upgrade makes 
the product even more appealing. The 
opening page offers an updated single-
box tool that “now searches a select range 
of fields for a broad, all-purpose search.” 
The advanced search offers further lim-
iters, including ISBN, edition, and en-
tire document. An easy-to-use help file 
is present at all times in the upper-right 
corner. Users can search the entire digi-
tal collection, a given series, or a chosen 
title. Multivolume sets are browsable by 
volume. Index volumes are included and 
feature hyperlinked entries. PowerSearch 
allows cross-searching with other Gale 
products such as Infotrac and certain In-
Context products. Presentation is the big-
gest visible change in the upgrade. The 
interface is now prettier, offering book 
cover images and a new two-page view. 
Easier to read with search terms high-
lighted, articles can be printed, emailed, 
and downloaded as PDFs and MP3s. Us-
ers may view selected material in 34 lan-
guages and use text-to-speech translation 

in 19 languages. BOTTOM LINE This versa-
tile product allows an unlimited number 
of patrons to search reference works by 
keyword in seconds, anyplace, anytime. 
For all audiences.—Lura Sanborn, St. Paul’s 
Sch., Hopkinton, NH

Dunmore, Tom. Historical Dictionary of 
Soccer. Scarecrow. 2011. 338p. bibliog. ISBN 
9780810871885. $70. Online: NetLibrary, 
Overdrive, MyiLibrary, EBL & Questia REF

Dunmore, a writer, blogger, and colum-
nist for Chicago Sports Weekly, offers a com-
prehensive overview of the world’s most 
popular sport. The introductory essay is 
followed by more than 400 cross-refer-
enced entries that cover countries, teams, 
terminology, rules, championships, and 
people associated with the game, includ-
ing Pelé and David Beckham. Reading the 
entries reveals the evolution of the game, 
from its earliest days as a game called cuju 
(meaning “kick ball”) played during the 
Han dynasty in China and popularity 
with working-class men in England to 
its spread across the globe, the marketing 
of team logos and shirts, and the inter-
national appeal of the game as created by 
television. There is also a plethora of in-
formation on such topics as hooliganism, 
stadiums, sanctions, and women’s soccer 
and its stars. The book’s 20 appendixes 
include listings of male and female FIFA 
World Players of the Year and dates, hosts, 
winners, and runners-up in the Olympics, 
the World Cup, and other international 
events.  BOTTOM LINE A must for soccer 
fans.—Patricia Ann Owens, Illinois Eastern Com-
munity Colls., Mt. Carmel

n  By Cheryl LaGuardia
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frequently updated ebook topics each 
month. 

The volumes chosen using these meth-
ods can be owned, subscribed to, or leased. 
There are three options for ownership: 
unlimited users, three simultaneous users, 
or one user at a time. Subscriptions are 
available annually to high-interest subject 
anthologies of ebook titles, while short-
term leases—available for one, seven, 14, 
or 28 days—give patrons more immediate 
access. The PDA option (see ow.ly/8rl9R) 
offers title-by-title user-triggered license 
upgrades: library selectors can stipulate 
when a license upgrade takes place for each 
title, if more than one user wants access at 
a time. Discounts are available for mem-
bers of consortia. 
USABILITY It’s a breeze to use this product 
on both a Dell laptop and an iPad 2. On 
the laptop, viewing the whole EBSCO 
user interface is easy, with a search box at 
top screen left; a “Browse by Category” 
column down screen right (the 20 options 
include Children’s & Young Adult Fic-
tion, Biographies & Memoirs, Computer 
Science, Fiction, Health & Medicine, His-
tory, Political Science, Psychology, Refer-
ence, and Religion); and highlights and 
featured ebooks at screen right.

After creating an account, I scanned 
the “Highlights” and “Featured Ebooks” 
sections. Highlighted titles span a spec-
trum of subjects such as astrophysics, biol-
ogy, business, economics, dentistry, film 
studies, political science, women’s studies, 
gaming, and history. “Featured Ebooks” 
was showcasing Religion, where I found 
a number of works of interest to research-
ers in Near Eastern languages and civi-
lizations—David Cook’s Understanding 
Jihad (Univ. of California, 2005), Andrew 
Rippins’s Muslims: Their Religious Beliefs 
and Practices (Taylor & Francis/Rout-
ledge, 2005), and Islam and the Blackameri-
can: Looking Toward the Third Resurrection 
(Oxford Univ., 2005), for example.

In the f iction category, the second 

book listed was Georgette Heyer’s Friday’s 
Child. Clicking on full text reveals the 
colorful book cover, along with a quote 
from Margaret Drabble about Heyer. 
Two views of the material are available: 
readers can see the text accompanied 
by a linked table of contents running 
down the left side of the screen or use 
full-screen view and advance through the 
pages one by one.

On the iPad 2, I logged into Harvard’s 
library portal and searched the catalog for 
fridays child, clicked the online link within 
the record, and was taken into EBoE in 
a second or so. At this point, I started 
adding items to my folder, which allows 
for later reconnection with the material. 
Using EBSCOhost’s search form to look 
up “Greenblatt” returned The Blackwell 
Guide to Literary Theory. EBSCO provides 
a list of pages from the ebook that men-
tion Stephen Greenblatt and an Associated 
Press News link that leads to an AP News 
article from 2011 announcing Professor 
Greenblatt’s The Swerve as the National 
Book Award nonfiction winner. All in all, 
this was a seamless and useful search and 
find operation.

My search for “interviewing skills” 
turned up no results, but the system’s 
“SmartText Searching” found 201 Knock-
out Answers to Tough Interview Questions: 
The Ultimate Guide to Handling the New 
Competency-Based Interview Style. As I re-
viewed the table of contents, I saw the 
subhead in Chapter 2: “Keep SOAR in 
Mind.” In less time than it would take to 
page through the print, readers can click 
through to the relevant chapter to find 
that SOAR means “Situation or Obstacle, 
Actions, Result.” The export manager 
allows users to save citations formatted 
for BibTeX, CITAVI, EasyBib, EndNote, 
MARC21, ProCite, Reference Manager, 
Refworks, Zotero, and generic biblio-
graphic software.
PRICING The cost of the books is the in-
dividual publisher’s list price; there are no 
fees or other costs.
BOTTOM LINE With this excellent, f lexible 
product, I can finally see the light at the 
end of the tunnel for functional, schol-
arly, ebook-based research. By integrat-
ing access within the library catalog and 
making the EBSCOhost interface the ba-
sis for search and discovery, EBSCO has 
performed a major service to readers and 
researchers alike.

Cheryl LaGuardia is a Research Librarian for 
the Widener Library at Harvard University 
and author of Becoming a Library Teacher 
(Neal-Schuman, 2000). Readers can contact 
her at claguard@fas.harvard.edu 

PSYCTESTS 
American Psychological Association; 
psycnet.apa.org; for a free trial, 
go to www.apa.org/pubs/lj

CONTENT The American Psychological 
Association (APA) describes PsycTESTS as 
encompassing “neuropsychological tests, 
personality assessments, skills and profi-
ciency tests, and IQ and aptitude scales and 
measurements.” It mainly offers full-text 
instruments within the database—there 
are around 1500 of those—but also in-
cludes links to commercially available ma-
terial, bringing the total number of tests 
available to about 2200. The entries are 
as varied as “‘1990’ Right-Wing Authori-
tarianism Scale (RWA Scale),” “National 
Women’s Study PTSD Module (NWS-
PTSD),” and “Waterloo-Stanford Group 
Scale of Hypnotic Susceptibility—Form 
C (WSGC).”

One of the file’s strengths is that each 
test record includes citation information 
and links to the original reporting ar-
ticle or book (though these are usually 
available elsewhere), as well as subsequent 
efforts to use or review the test. The da-
tabase’s help pages indicate that this is not 
an exhaustive list of uses; instead, it typi-
cally mentions milestones or important 
usages. For example, according to Google 
Scholar, the “Multigroup Ethnic Identify 
Measure” has been cited 1,795 times since 
it was published in 1992, but PsycTESTS 
lists only one review. 
USABILITY PsycTESTS is currently avail-
able via the APA PsycNET and Ovid plat-
forms, and the organization plans to make 
it available on other platforms, including 
EBSCO, in the future.

This review examined the PsycNET 
version of PsycTESTS. The material can 
be searched (via basic and advanced in-
terfaces) or browsed directly. Basic search 
presents a Google-like single query box. 
In the platform reviewed, users are di-
rected immediately to the advanced 
search that offers a wide variety of helpful 
limiters such as age group, population 
group, whether a fee is required to use the 
test, and the test administration method 
(paper, etc.).

Unfortunately, these l imiters are 
somewhat hidden in a drop-down menu 
in the “Only show content where” sec-
tion of the search page. Users can also 
easily limit by time frame and set display 
options (number of results per page and 
sorting) on the search screen. 

Capitalization matters for Boolean op-

n  By Bonnie Swoger

may be used alone or in combination. 
Custom collections can be created by EB-
SCO’s collection development team, who 
will hand-select titles to complement a 
library’s current holdings. EBSCO also 
offers a patron-driven acquisition (PDA) 
program through which librarians pre-
select titles by publisher, subject, or other 
criteria and then expose them through 
the library’s OPAC; a purchase is trig-
gered only when a book is used.

Users may browse high-interest titles 
in various topic areas and employ the 
EBSCOhost “Collection Manager” (see 
ow.ly/84fyd for details) to select them. 
Prepackaged “Subject Sets” offer frontlist 
books. Lastly, selectors can browse “New 
and Notable” titles from 24 popular, 

 Don’t miss Cheryl LaGuardia’s 
      LJ blog, E-Views, for her up-to-the-
minute takes on electronic reference. 
Only at reviews.libraryjournal.com

in 19 languages. BOTTOM LINE This versa-
tile product allows an unlimited number 
of patrons to search reference works by 
keyword in seconds, anyplace, anytime. 
For all audiences.—Lura Sanborn, St. Paul’s 
Sch., Hopkinton, NH

Dunmore, Tom. Historical Dictionary of 
Soccer. Scarecrow. 2011. 338p. bibliog. ISBN 
9780810871885. $70. Online: NetLibrary, 
Overdrive, MyiLibrary, EBL & Questia REF

Dunmore, a writer, blogger, and colum-
nist for Chicago Sports Weekly, offers a com-
prehensive overview of the world’s most 
popular sport. The introductory essay is 
followed by more than 400 cross-refer-
enced entries that cover countries, teams, 
terminology, rules, championships, and 
people associated with the game, includ-
ing Pelé and David Beckham. Reading the 
entries reveals the evolution of the game, 
from its earliest days as a game called cuju 
(meaning “kick ball”) played during the 
Han dynasty in China and popularity 
with working-class men in England to 
its spread across the globe, the marketing 
of team logos and shirts, and the inter-
national appeal of the game as created by 
television. There is also a plethora of in-
formation on such topics as hooliganism, 
stadiums, sanctions, and women’s soccer 
and its stars. The book’s 20 appendixes 
include listings of male and female FIFA 
World Players of the Year and dates, hosts, 
winners, and runners-up in the Olympics, 
the World Cup, and other international 
events.  BOTTOM LINE A must for soccer 
fans.—Patricia Ann Owens, Illinois Eastern Com-
munity Colls., Mt. Carmel
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frequently updated ebook topics each 
month. 

The volumes chosen using these meth-
ods can be owned, subscribed to, or leased. 
There are three options for ownership: 
unlimited users, three simultaneous users, 
or one user at a time. Subscriptions are 
available annually to high-interest subject 
anthologies of ebook titles, while short-
term leases—available for one, seven, 14, 
or 28 days—give patrons more immediate 
access. The PDA option (see ow.ly/8rl9R) 
offers title-by-title user-triggered license 
upgrades: library selectors can stipulate 
when a license upgrade takes place for each 
title, if more than one user wants access at 
a time. Discounts are available for mem-
bers of consortia. 
USABILITY It’s a breeze to use this product 
on both a Dell laptop and an iPad 2. On 
the laptop, viewing the whole EBSCO 
user interface is easy, with a search box at 
top screen left; a “Browse by Category” 
column down screen right (the 20 options 
include Children’s & Young Adult Fic-
tion, Biographies & Memoirs, Computer 
Science, Fiction, Health & Medicine, His-
tory, Political Science, Psychology, Refer-
ence, and Religion); and highlights and 
featured ebooks at screen right.

After creating an account, I scanned 
the “Highlights” and “Featured Ebooks” 
sections. Highlighted titles span a spec-
trum of subjects such as astrophysics, biol-
ogy, business, economics, dentistry, film 
studies, political science, women’s studies, 
gaming, and history. “Featured Ebooks” 
was showcasing Religion, where I found 
a number of works of interest to research-
ers in Near Eastern languages and civi-
lizations—David Cook’s Understanding 
Jihad (Univ. of California, 2005), Andrew 
Rippins’s Muslims: Their Religious Beliefs 
and Practices (Taylor & Francis/Rout-
ledge, 2005), and Islam and the Blackameri-
can: Looking Toward the Third Resurrection 
(Oxford Univ., 2005), for example.

In the f iction category, the second 

ereviews
eBooks on EBSCOhost
EBSCO Publishing; www.ebscohost.
com/ebooks/home; for a free trial, go 
to www.ebscohost.com/ebooks/ebooks-
request-information/ebooks

CONTENT EBooks on EBSCOhost (EBoE) 
is EBSCO’s collection of more than 
265,000 ebooks across a spectrum of dis-
ciplines and subjects, integrated into the 
powerful and familiar EBSCOhost inter-
face. I’ve gone on record saying that I very 
much like this interface, so the story here 
is really about the acquisition options, dis-
coverability, delivery, and content of the 
collections available. 

The following acquisition methods 

may be used alone or in combination. 
Custom collections can be created by EB-
SCO’s collection development team, who 
will hand-select titles to complement a 
library’s current holdings. EBSCO also 
offers a patron-driven acquisition (PDA) 
program through which librarians pre-
select titles by publisher, subject, or other 
criteria and then expose them through 
the library’s OPAC; a purchase is trig-
gered only when a book is used.

Users may browse high-interest titles 
in various topic areas and employ the 
EBSCOhost “Collection Manager” (see 
ow.ly/84fyd for details) to select them. 
Prepackaged “Subject Sets” offer frontlist 
books. Lastly, selectors can browse “New 
and Notable” titles from 24 popular, 

ing to whether they cover famous figures; 
concepts and theories; countries, cities, 
and regions; events and historical topics; 
inf luential texts and figures of venera-
tion; movements and organizations; re-
ligion in public life; religious traditions 
and groups; or social issues and global 
trends. The index to both volumes is at 
the end of Volume 2. BOTTOM LINE While 
its coverage is not tremendously in-depth, 
this set addresses a comprehensive range 
of topics and issues and will interest those 
with a desire to further their understand-
ing of global religions and cultures.—
Christine Sharbrough, Derry P.L., NH

Gassmann, Günther & others. Historical 
Dictionary of Lutheranism. 2d ed. 
Scarecrow. 2011. c.560p. bibliog. ISBN 
9780810872325. $90. Online: NetLibrary, 
Overdrive, MyiLibrary, EBL, & Questia REF

Gassmann (former director, World Coun-
cil of Churches Faith & Order Commis-
sion; Fortress Introduction to the Lutheran 
Confessions), Duane H. Larson (former 
president, Wartburg Theological Semi-
nary; From Word and Sacrament), and Mark 
W. Oldenburg (Lutheran Theologi-
cal Seminary) cover topics, figures, and 
events important to Lutheranism from 
its founding to the present day. Prefac-
ing the dictionary entries are a compre-
hensive chronology that details the be-
ginning of Christian communities dating 
from around the time of the death of Je-
sus Christ through the present day and a 
mention of the 500th anniversary of the 
Lutheran Reformation in 2017. An intro-
duction clarifies some terminology and 
discusses the rise and expansion of Luther-
anism, the Lutheran identity, and the Lu-
theran world presence. With a few excep-
tions, such as the essay on Martin Luther, 
which runs about two pages, most of the 
entries are no more than a page or so in 
length. Each entry has the topic capital-
ized and bolded, employing in-text bold-
ing for important concepts. The informa-
tion is concise and provides snapshots of 
myriad elements important to the faith. 
An appendix includes a list of Lutheran 
churches along with their membership sta-
tistics. A comprehensive bibliography is 
also included and is organized according to 
a variety of topics, including general refer-
ence works, history, the life and theology 
of the founder, significant followers, and 
Lutheranism and ecumenism. BOTTOM 
LINE Researchers and others interested in 
topics surrounding the Lutheran faith will 
find this comprehensive dictionary a good 
place to start their investigations.—Annette 
Haldeman, Dept. of Legislative Svcs., Maryland 
General Assembly, Annapolis
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 Don’t miss Cheryl LaGuardia’s 
      LJ blog, E-Views, for her up-to-the-
minute takes on electronic reference. 
Only at reviews.libraryjournal.com
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Cengage Learning. Gale Virtual Reference 
Library. 2011. www.gale.cengage.com/gvrl 
REF

In a time of “Go digital or go home,” 
Gale Virtual Reference Library (GVRL) 
is the perfect product for accomplishing 
just this in the reference environment. It 
allows librarians to build digital refer-
ence collections title by title, just as we’ve 
done for decades with print collections. 
Representing more than 80 publishers, 
GVRL offers more than 7000 digital 
reference books from the classic to the 
contemporary. A recent upgrade makes 
the product even more appealing. The 
opening page offers an updated single-
box tool that “now searches a select range 
of fields for a broad, all-purpose search.” 
The advanced search offers further lim-
iters, including ISBN, edition, and en-
tire document. An easy-to-use help file 
is present at all times in the upper-right 
corner. Users can search the entire digi-
tal collection, a given series, or a chosen 
title. Multivolume sets are browsable by 
volume. Index volumes are included and 
feature hyperlinked entries. PowerSearch 
allows cross-searching with other Gale 
products such as Infotrac and certain In-
Context products. Presentation is the big-
gest visible change in the upgrade. The 
interface is now prettier, offering book 
cover images and a new two-page view. 
Easier to read with search terms high-
lighted, articles can be printed, emailed, 
and downloaded as PDFs and MP3s. Us-
ers may view selected material in 34 lan-
guages and use text-to-speech translation 

in 19 languages. BOTTOM LINE This versa-
tile product allows an unlimited number 
of patrons to search reference works by 
keyword in seconds, anyplace, anytime. 
For all audiences.—Lura Sanborn, St. Paul’s 
Sch., Hopkinton, NH

Dunmore, Tom. Historical Dictionary of 
Soccer. Scarecrow. 2011. 338p. bibliog. ISBN 
9780810871885. $70. Online: NetLibrary, 
Overdrive, MyiLibrary, EBL & Questia REF

Dunmore, a writer, blogger, and colum-
nist for Chicago Sports Weekly, offers a com-
prehensive overview of the world’s most 
popular sport. The introductory essay is 
followed by more than 400 cross-refer-
enced entries that cover countries, teams, 
terminology, rules, championships, and 
people associated with the game, includ-
ing Pelé and David Beckham. Reading the 
entries reveals the evolution of the game, 
from its earliest days as a game called cuju 
(meaning “kick ball”) played during the 
Han dynasty in China and popularity 
with working-class men in England to 
its spread across the globe, the marketing 
of team logos and shirts, and the inter-
national appeal of the game as created by 
television. There is also a plethora of in-
formation on such topics as hooliganism, 
stadiums, sanctions, and women’s soccer 
and its stars. The book’s 20 appendixes 
include listings of male and female FIFA 
World Players of the Year and dates, hosts, 
winners, and runners-up in the Olympics, 
the World Cup, and other international 
events.  BOTTOM LINE A must for soccer 
fans.—Patricia Ann Owens, Illinois Eastern Com-
munity Colls., Mt. Carmel

n  By Cheryl LaGuardia
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