
EBSCO Interfaces and Databases in Curriculum Integration:
An Overview

Integrating technology into school curricula has been a chief objective of librarians, school media specialists, and educators since the mid-1990s when, with the growth of the internet and online databases, it became needful for schools to embrace these technologies.
EBSCO Publishing’s online databases are powerful tools which can be used by students to access information as they develop critical thinking skills such as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. Using EBSCO databases and interfaces brings together the AASL’s Standards for the 21st Century Student with the steps of the research process, which can help to meet the objectives of school curricula.
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NOTE: The overlapping area of the Venn diagram above is where students using online EBSCO databases can develop the necessary skills of a critical thinker and effective researcher across the curriculum.

Below are examples of features and functionality pertaining to Curriculum Integration included in various EBSCO databases:
Career Guidance

Lesson plans, curriculum units, and activities are available in the COIN Management System module under ‘Resources’ in EBSCO’s Career Guidance products.
History Reference Center

This database is rich with primary source documents such as a journal of Paul Revere on the event of his ride, letters written by Abigail Adams, court cases, Congressional testimonies, speeches, and historical photographs. History Reference Center contains over 61,000 historical documents and more than 80 hours of video. Specific historical periods, such as “World History: Unrest & Revolution (1750-1850)” may be used to limit or refine the search.
NoveList, NoveList Plus, NoveList K-8, NoveList Plus K-8 
In addition to the wealth of materials under the heading “Working with Kids,” such as “Grab and Go Book Lists” and “Curricular Connections,” podcasts on using NoveList databases to support curriculum are available on the EBSCO Support Site: http://support.ebsco.com/support_news/podcasts.php.
Points of View Reference Center

Another database that is rich in curriculum content is the Points of View Reference Center database. Every topic in POV has an Overview, Point, Counterpoint, and a Guide to Critical Analysis. Each Guide to Critical Analysis is material for the classroom including “Distinguishing Fact from Opinion,” “Writing a Thesis Statement,” “Writing a Persuasive Essay,” essay ideas and discussion questions for the classroom. 
From the POV home page, topics are browseable by categories - such as “Family Issues” and “National Debate Topics” - and each category is divided into more specific subcategories to make searching easier. Please refer to the training guide on EBSCO’s Support Site to review the content in depth: http://support.ebsco.com/uploads/kb/pointsofviewreferencecentertrainerguide.doc 
Science Reference Center

Science Reference Center encompasses biology, chemistry, earth science, space science, life and physical sciences, health and medicine, science in society, history of science, technology and wildlife. The database supports recommendations set by the National Science Educator Standards (NSES) and includes more than 1,000 science experiments. Rounding out this resource are thousands of photos and videos categorized and searchable by benchmarks such as “Earth & Space Sciences: Earth: Meteorology.” Please refer to the training guide on the EBSCO Support Site to review the content in more depth: http://support.ebsco.com/uploads/kb/science_referencecentertrainingguide_2_09.doc
Below are examples of the features and functionality of almost all EBSCO databases in regards to Curriculum Integration:

Primary Sources in EBSCO databases

EBSCO databases contain thousands of primary source documents (PSDs), including speeches, letters, official government documents and more. Using the “Publication Type” limiter, students and teachers can elect to search PSDs only. For example, using this option in the Middle Search Plus databases, along with the keyword search Roosevelt, yields more than 350 documents, including a memorandum titled “The decision to use the atomic bomb.”
Lexile Rankings
Many databases include Lexile Rankings in citation information. These numerical rankings estimate the approximate reading level required for comprehension of a particular article or document. See chart below:
	Grade
	Text Measures 
(from the Lexile Map) 

	Grade 1
	200 to 400 

	Grade 2
	300 to 500 

	Grade 3
	500 to 700 

	Grade 4
	650 to 850 

	Grade 5
	750 to 950

	Grade 6
	850 to 1050

	Grade 7
	950 to 1075 

	Grade 8
	1000 to 1100 

	Grade 9
	1050 to 1150 

	Grade 10
	1100 to 1200 

	Grades 11-12
	1100 to 1300 


For more information about the Lexile Framework, visit the MetaMetrics website at www.lexile.com
If you would like more information on integrating EBSCO databases into school curricula, related Podcasts are available on the EBSCO Customer Support Site: http://support.ebsco.com/support_news/podcasts.php
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